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A SI parpoſed in this Work, only to male 
| the Sufferings of the Proteſtants con- 
=»  * derned to the Galleys for the ſake of 
Religion, known to the World; People will be 
apt to think, that when I ſpeak in general 
| the different ſorts of Forcats or Slaves, which 
are on them, I go beſides the Rules I preſcribed 
to my ſelf. But, if it be conſidered, that it is 
no little Torment to the Proteſtants to be 2. 
mong[t pos. av and lewd and profiigate 
Villans, whoſe continual Blaſphemies and Cur- 
ſings have no paralel but among the damned in 
Fr „it will not be thought beſides my purpoſe 
to have given to the World a particular account 
of the various ſorts of thoſe Men who live in 
%% 
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| Beſides there is ablock, which thoſe, who neuer ; 
ſam the Galleys but in the Port at Marſellies,, 
will infallibly ſtumble at, if not removed, and | Þ 
is this; That whereas the Galley-Slaves during 
the time they are in that wretched condition, 
whilſt at Sea and tugging at the Oar, they are al. 
lowed to keep Shop about the Port, and there _ 
to wark and ſell all manner of Commodit zes; 
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And ſometimes have "leaps to N in the 
Town, giving only ont penn to the Algouſin, 
4 much to the Tur h whos each of 1 
muſt. then Ve con Wed, an | fog Mace co thi 
- rhiſcfier, of Paltizan-æarer who guards the : 
And there are ſome beſides that even je their 
Wives at Marſeilles, and all, are permitted 
to hear from their "Friends. and. recetve Money 
from their Relations; > Tet all 'ſach Comfarts 0 
Favours, a well as all manner of Corre 
Aence with 1 riends_ are. ter e the Pro 
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T — not BS 60 particulars in what 
5 relateth 70 the Uſefulneſs of Galleys in Sea-fights, 
for the keeping of the Coaſis, or Convoying o 
"Merchant-Ships when. there is danger of their be- 
| 55 taxenor ſet upon by the Brigantines, which the 
Dae of Savoy keeps commonly for. that purpoſe 
during the War, in LIM Franca, St. Hoſpi- 
tio and Oneglia. do I take notice in 
this Mort, how the E117 in an Eng agement, 
wherein there are Men of War, ſerve to keep 
off, and fink with their Cannon- ot out of the 
Courſier (4 Gun ſo called) the Fireſhips the 
Enes) ſeudetl to ſet the Ship on Fire; and to 
Tow away ſach.as are diſabled in the fro br, I 
might alſo have obſerved, hom in every Galley 
here are five Guns upon the. Fore-deck, Viz. 
p {or 1 or ha ak * a 5 called th; 
8 . Courſier, 
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. Courbiet, which carryeth f fir and thirty oe 
Ball; As, 4lſo that when an. Enemies Ship is 
BYE Rist e Nn 
beralmed, a Gally, which with her Gears can do 
T2 . Ky. V5 TOE EILA WS © HA (G 12 <a 
hat ſhe. pledeth, may, attack that Ship Fore or 
6 te Auoid ber Broadfides, and ply her with 
 Courhier : So that ſome times if ſhe happeneth 
to give her a Shot which cometh between Wind 
and Water, ſhe forceth her to ſurrender; Which 
home der happeneth ſeldom enough; for 4 Ship 
needs but 4 little Wind to make nothing of over= 


* 


8 throwing five or ſix Gallies. 


| Neither did I think fit to give here an 
1 Account of the number of Gallies in France, 
„ wöhich is twenty four at Marſeilles, and fix up- 
- Rooms in every Galley under the Deck, mhere- 
in Ammunition and Proviſions are kept, and 
which they call Gavon, the Scandclat, the 
Campaign, %e Paillot, 2% Tavern, and the 
Fore- room. All theſe particulars would have 
carried me too far out of my way and beſides my 
purpoſe, which is only to give à plain and faith- 
ful Account without amplifying, of the Suffer- 
\ Angs of: the Proteſtant Galle) ſlaves. 1 


e bon 


F tlere be any thing omitted in this Rela- 
tion, *twill not be be found as to any material 
Point: And as my ſole aim in it hath been to 
work a Fellow-feeling in other Mens Hearts, I 
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| bart find my ſelf at all diſappointed, although 
| 17 { Cory 2 not be fully ſatisfied. The 
Lord in his Mercy pour out his Bleſſings upon 
"this Work, and favourably hear our Prayers 
and Supplications, which we ſhall never ceaſe to 


male unto his Divine Majeſty, for the Delive- 
raue of our poor diſtreſſed Brethres., 
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H E dine A8 bended dan 10 
us by Hiſtorians, of the Torments 
bande on Chriffians by the Heathen 
, .* Emperors in the firſt Ages of the 
E might pulli) be ſuſpected, if the woful 
g perience of our own, did not put the Truth of 
| 1 out of Diſpute. For tho? it be not eaſie to 
conceive how Men can put off all that is tender, 
and generous in their Natures, and d egenerate 
into the ferity of Brutes; Yet 1 it is but Iookive on 
the World round us, aud we ſhall be convinc d 
that they can even out- do their fellow Animals in 
eruelty to one another; nay, we may ſee many 

proſeſſing Chriſtianity, under the ſpecious pre- 
dence of Zeal for its Intereſt, commit ſuch barba- 
rities as exceed, at leaſt equal, the Rage of the 
Ferſecutors of the Primitive Chriſtians. Hiſtor) 
_ abounds in Inſtances that ſhew the Nature of 
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and Fury; but the ſad Efeas it hath of late 
Years produc'd in France, as they are ſtill freſh, 
and but too obvious, *are ſcarce” to wor paralleFd 


in any Age or Nation. All the "> 0 
the Proteſtants there lived inde af teckion 
of the Edit of Nants, a Treaty as full, and 


ſolemn as any ever. was... It. was at firſt religi- 
_ ouſly obſerved, ' but in time berg Breaches were 
made in it.; many oþ-its Branches mere by degre 
lopt off, till at ſt un jerthe preſepr King, at fs 
continual teizing, and ſollicitation of the Jeſvits, 
_ thoſe reſtles, buſy; 1 it] was perfidiouſly 1 
broke, or as they A aſe to term it, Revox C. 
But Religion, and its Propagation, maſt be the 
Cloak under Br 58. N Shiths in- 
tend to play their Game, and therefore having 
firſt confidently taught that the King hath a 13 
tick Power over. their, Conſciences, $-well- 
Eftates, and conſequeatly bis Will che Ralt o 
their Religion, thesz;. by. ſeyeral Its an Pie. 
thads,. but chiefly by 5 1 uk: Puniſhments, force 
weak. People to play the f Roger and emprace 
a Religion which in their, Hearts, they I. Such 
who are too 1 Chriſtians, to — — their; 
Conſcierices to, vile worldly, Intereſts, are deny d 
the. Benchr of retiring -into. Foreign, 1 
and punich d, if diſcovered, often with Heath, or 
_ reſery'd, for; more cruel ſage, : and. « 85 Fit I 
ſpin ont their wretched lives! in the, . 
„Ok theſe. laſt· deſign to give. the. 1 a 
; Account, as being pf all Men the moſt wifora ble. 
Ide Barbarities committed in thoſe .herrid., Ma; 
cChines exceedine, all that can poſſibly, ws, 
0 ot, the famous Scic che: Tamas s 
e Tormeſſts, deſerves no, be pro- 
verhi 
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being f: * 1 in this pe rt b 
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Mn the French Gallys. LF: OP 1 


1 
1 mal endeavour to ſatisfle the Curioſity of 


| thoſe who deſire to be inform'd of the Treatment 
the Slaves (and particularly the Proteſtants) in 


the Galleys meer with; and to convince ſoch as 
are loth to harbour any hard Thonghts of the 
French Court, and juſtifie its Proceedings by pre- 


tending, that what they ſaffer is not on the ac- 
count of Religion, but a juſt law ful Puniſhment y 


for Rebellion, and Diſobedience, Þ 
My being ſeveral Campaigns Chaplain aboard 


one of the Galleys called La Superbe, gave me ſuf- 
ficient Opportunity of informing my-ſelf of the 
Truth of the following Relation; and 1 hope my 
Integrity will not be called in Queſtion by any 
body that hears, that during my ſtay in that Ser- 
vice I never receiv'd the leaſt diſguit, or met with 


any Diſobligation. However the Certificates I have 
fromMonſieur de Montolieu, Chief Flag-Officer of the 


French Galleys, and Monſieur D' Autigny, Captain FI 
of the aforeſaid Galley, whoſe Chaplain I was, a 


Reward alſo for my Services confer'd on me bythe 


French Ring, in the Year 1704, at the Recommen- 


dation of Monſier de Pontchartrin; With the ſeveral 
good Offices done me by the General, and other 
Officers who knew me ; Theſe will, 1 hope, Skreen 
me from the Suſpicions, or Calumny of ſuch who 


through Malice, or perhaps Intereſt, might be 


inchn'd to miſrepreſent me. 


Neither ſhall a blind Zeal for the Proteſtant. 


a Religion, which 1 have lately embrac'd, hurry me 
beyond the ſtrict bounds of Truth, or make me 
repreſent things in any Colours bot theit own, 1 


ſhonld be an unworthy Profeſſor of that Holy Re- 
ligion, if on any conſideration I ſhould In the leaſt 


deviate from the ſtricteſt Truth; To which end 1 


ſhall relate nothing by hearſay,” bor like the Apo- = 
ſtle, confine my felf to thoſe ew wy Eyes have 
ſeen | {+ Bat 
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10. The . of the Face 


But Pele proceed to e che Sofferings and 


Miſery the Wretches in the Galleys labour under, 
x ſhall give a ſhort deſcription of that Veſſel. 


A Galley is a long flat one Deckt Veſſel; And 


tho' it hath two Maſts, yet they generally make uſe 


of Oars, becauſe they are built ſo as not to be a- 
dle to endure a rough Sea, and therefore their 


Sails for the moſt part are uſeleſs, unleſs in Crui- 


ſing, when they are out of Sight of Land; for 


then, for fear of being ſurpriſed by ill Weather 
Wo they make the beſt of their way. There are five 


Slaves to every Oar, one of them a Turk, who 


being generally ſtronger than Chriſtians, are ſer 
at the upper end to work it with more otrength: 


There are in all three Hundred Slayes, and an 
Hundred and Fifty Men, either Officers, Soldiers, 


Seamen, or Servants. 


+. 


There i is at the ſtern of the Galley, a Chamber 


ſnaped on the out ſide like a- Cradle, belonging to 


the Captain, and ſolely his at Night, or in fout 
Weather, but in the day time common to the 


Officers, and Chaplain; all the reſt of the Crew 
(the under Officers excepted, who retire to other 

convenient Places) is expos'd above Deck to the 

ſcorching heat of the Sun by Day, and the damps, 


and inclemencies of the Night. There is indeed 


a kind of a Tent ſuſpended by a Cable, from 
Head to Stern, that affords ſome little ſhelter ; but 


the misfortuae is, chat this is only when they can 


beſt be without it, chat is, in fair Weather; for 
in the leaſt Wind, or Storm, tis taken down, the 
_ Galley not being able to endure it for fear of o- 
verſetting. In the two Winters in Anno 1703, 


1904, that we kept the Coaſts of Aanaca, Nice, and 


Antibes; thoſe poor Creatures after hard rowing, 
| conld not enjoy the uſual benefit of the Night, 


wi ich * an dend to che Haie and Labours 1 1 
| the 
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in ; the French Galley. "2x. 


the Day, but were : exposd to the Winds, Snow, 
Hail, and all other inconveniencies of that Seaſon. 
The only comfort they wiſt'd for was the liberty of 
Smoaking z But that, on pain of the Baſtinado, ho 
uſual Puniſhment of the place, is forbid. 
When we conſider that the Veſſel being big. 3 
ſinall for the number, the Men conſequently crowd- 
ed, the continual Sweat that ſtreams down from 
their Bodies, whilſt rowing, and the ſcanty als 
' Jowance of Linnen, one may eaſtly imagine that 
this breeds abundance of Vermin ; So that in ſpight 
of all the care that can be taken, the Gallies ſwarm 
with Lice, @c. which neſting i in the plates and 
lappets of their Clothes, relieve by Night the Ex- 
ecutioners who beat and torment them by Day. 
Their whole yearly allowance for Clothes is 
two Shirts made of the coarſeſt Canvaſs, and a 
little Jerkin of red Serge, ſlit on each ſide up to 
their Arm- holes; The Sleeves are alſo open, and 
dome not down ſo low as their Elbows, and every 
three Years a kind of a coarſe Frock, and a little 
Cap to cover their Heads, which they are obliged 
to keep cloſe fhaved as a mark of Infamy, In- 
ſtead of a Bed, they are allowed, ſick or well, on- 
ly a Board a Foot and an half broad; And thoſe . 
Who have the unfortunate Honour of lying near 
the Officers, dare not preſume (though torment» 
ed with Vermin) to ſtir ſo much as a Hand for 
their Eaſe; For fear their Chains ſhould rattle, 
and awake any of them, which would draw on 
them a Puniſhment more ſevere than the biting of 
thoſe inſects. Tis hard to give an exact De- 
ſcription of the Pains and Labours the Slaves un- 
dergo at Sea, eſpecially during a long Campaign, 
The fatigue of tugging at the Oar is extraordina- 
ry, they mult riſe to draw their ſtroke, and fall 
| back again 5 laſomuch, that in all Seaſons, throu en 
f 0-2 
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ES the continual and violent motion of their Bodies, 
the Sweat tricles down their harraſſed Limbs ; and | 
for fear they ſhould fail (as they often do through 
faintneſs) there is a Ganghoard” (which runs 
. - through the middle of the Ship) on which ,are 
' Poſted three Comites (an Officer ſomewhat like a 
Boatſwain in her Majeſties Ships) who, whenever 
they find, or think that an Oar does not keep 
. _rouch with the reſt, without ever examining whe- 
_ * rher it proceeds from Weakneſs or Lazineſs, they 
__ unmexcilully exerciſe a tough Wand on the Man 
they ſuſpect; Which being long, is often felt by 
wo or three of their innocent Neighbours, who 
being naked when they Row, each blow imprints 
evident Marks of the inhumanity of the Executio- 
ner: And that which adds to their Miſery is, 
that they are not allowed the leaſt ſign of Diſcon- 
tent. or Complaint; that ſmal}, and laſt Comfort 
ok the Miſerable; But muſt on 'the contrary, en- 
Acavour with all their Might to exert the little 
3 Vigour that remains, and try by their Submiſon 
dio paciſie the rage of thoſe relentleſs Tigres, whoſe 
ſtrokes are commonly uſhered in, and tollowed by 
a volley of Oaths, and horrid Imprecations. 79 
No ſooner are they arrived in any Port, but 
their work (inſtead of being at an end) is increas'd, 
feveral laborions things, previous to caſting An- 
MW chor being expected from them; Which in a Gal- 
lle is harder than i in a Ship. And as the Comite his 
chief Skill is ſeen in dextrouſſy caſting Anchor, and 
that they think blows are the Life and Soul of all 
work, nothing is heard for ſome time but Cries, 
and Lamentations: And as the poor Slaves Arms 
are buſie in the execution of his Commands, his 
| are as briskly exerciſcd in laſhing them. 


12 5 * 


To ſupport their ſtrength under all theſe Bard- Ih 
Ships, N che Campaign, every Morning 4 
| # 7 eie! 1 


in the French "Gali 340" ug 3 


. eight of the Clock, they give each Man his pro- 
portion of Bisket, of which indeed they have e- 
 nough; and pretty good; At Ten a Poringer of 
Soupe made with Oil, peaſe, or Beans, often rot- 
ten, and commonly muſty. I call it Soupe accord- 


ing to their uſe, though. it be nothing but a little 


hot Water wich about a dozen Peaſe, or Beans 
floating on the top; And when on Duty, a Pichi- 
one of Wine, (a Meaſure containing about two 
thirds of an Engliſh Pint) Morning, and Evening. 
When at Anchor in any Port, all who have any 
Money are allowed to buy Meat and the Turk 
that commands the Oar, and is "not. chain d, is 
commonly the Perſon employ'd for this purpoſe, | 
as alſo to ſee it dreſt in the Cook- room. But 1 
have often ſeen the Captain's Cook, a brutal, paſ- 
ſionate Man, take the poor Mens Pot, under pre- 
tence chat it troubled him, and either break, or 
throw it over - boar; Whilſt the poor W retches. 
were fainting for want of that little Refreſhment, 
without daring ſo much as to murmur or complain. 55 
This indeed is not uſual, but where the Cook hap- 
| pens to be a Villain, of which ſort of Men there 
is plenty in the n 7h 
The Officers Table is well furniſh'd both far 15 
| Plenty and Delicacy ; But this gives the Slaves only 
a more exquiſite ſenſe of their Miſery, and ſeems to 
brave their Poverty and Hunger. Whilſt we ſpent. 
_ theCarnaval of 1704 in the Port of Monaco, our Of- 
ficer frequently treated the Prince of that Place a- 
board the Galley ;-- Their Entertainments were 
ſplendid, Muſick and all things that could promote 
Mirth were procured : But who can expreſs the 
Affliction of thoſe poor Creatures, who had only 
a proſpect of Pleaſure, and whilſt others revelled 
at their Eaſe, were ſinking under a load of Chains, 
n with * in a Their Stomachs, and no- 


thing 5 
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14 The Sufferigs of the Proteſtants | 


| thing to ſapport their dejected Spirits; Nay, ow, wt 
what is worſe, they are forced to add to the Pomp 
and Honour done to great Men who viſit their 


Officers, but in ſuch a manner as moves the Com- 


paſſion of all who are not us'd to ſuch diſmal So- 
lemnities. When a Perſon of Quality comes on 
Board, the Comite gives twice notice with his 


| - Whiſtle: The firſt time they are all attentive; 
| And the ſecond, - the Slaves are obliged to falute 


Le they call it) three times; Not with a chearful 
Horzza, as in an Engliſh Man of War, but by 
5 howling i in a pitious Tone, making A lamentable, 

0 complaining Outcry, + 
- When the badneſs of the Weather hinders the 


bb, Gallies from putting to Sea, ſuch as. have Trades 


work in the Galley, ſach as have none learn to 
knit coarſe Stockings; The Comite, for whoſe 
Profit they work, gives them Yarn, and pays them 


* about half the uſual Price ; And this not in Money, 


but ſome little Victuals, or Wine, which they are 
obliged to take our of the Ship's Celler (of which 
the Comte is the keeper) though it be generally 
bad, and daſh'd with Water; For though they 
had as much Gold as they could carry, they durſt 
not, on pain of a Baſtinado, ſend for any Wine 
from the Shore, The moſt moving ſpectacle of 
all js, to ſee the poor Souls that have no Trade; 
| They clean their Comrades Clothes, and deſtroy 


1 the Ver min that tor ments their Neighbours; Who 


in return give them ſome ſmall ſhare of that fean- 


5 iy pittance they purchaſe by working. 


One may imagine that ſuch il] Treatment, Diet, ; 
| infeion muſt needs occaſion frequent sick: 
Ie geg: In that caſe their Uſage is thus; There is in 
che Hold a cloſe dark Room, che Air being admitted 


1 only by the Scuttle about two Foot ſquare, which is 
3 thc oy PO. into it. At each end of the faid 
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. is a ſort of a Scaffold call'd Tawar, on 


which the Sick are laid promiſcyouſly without 
Beds, or any thing under them: When theſe are 


full, if there be any more they are ſtretch'd all a- | 
long the Cables, as I ſaw in the Year 1703, when 


being on the Coaſt. of Italy in Winter time, Wwe 
had above threeſcore ſick Men: In this horrid 


place all kind of Vermin rule with an arbitrary 
_ ' ſway, gnawing the poor ſick. Creatures. without 
_ diſturbance. - When the Duties of my Function 
call'd me in amongſt them, to Confeſs, advice, or 

_ adminiſter ſome Comfort, which was conſtantiy 


twice a Day, I was in an inſtant cover'd all ov r 


with. them, it being impoſſible to preſerve ones 


felf from, their Swarms; The only way was to go 
in a night Gown, which 1 ſtripe off when 1 came 


3 out, and by that means rid my ſelf of them by put- 


ting on my Clothes; But when I was in, methought 


I walked, in a literal Senſe, in the ſhades of Death: 


1 was obliged notwithſtanding to make conſidera- 


ble ſtays in this gloomy; Manſion, to Confeſs ſucr 


who were ready to expire; and the whole ſpace 


between the Ceiling and the Taular being but three 


Foot, I was obliged to lie down and ſtretch my . 
ſelf along their ſides, to hear their Confeſſions ;/ 
and often when I was Confeſſing one, another ex- 


pir'd juſt by my fide. Though this Relation may 


* 


fall into the Hands of ſome nice Perſons, yet I can- 
not omit one aggravating Circumſtance; Which is, 
that they.are deprived of all convenience of doing; 


the neceſlities of Nature, except a little Pail al- 


ways ſo naſty, that they are but little better for 
it, and are beſides ſo weak that they are not able 
to go to it; The Stench conſequently is moſt in- 


tolerable, inſomuch that no Slave, though never 


| fo weak, but will rather chuſe to tug at his Oar, 


and expire under his Chain, than retire to this 


loath- 


. \ F 
: : 
N 


. * 6 "The fe ofthe = 
0 lod 


"FT 
„ 4 4 
5 . 


. A p © Is hs R 
l 7 9 is 3 
- s "cy * p © . 

* * E 


» — 


oathſome Hoſpital. There is a Chirorgeon to 
_ take care of the Sick. At the firſt ſetting out of the 
Galley,” the King lays in Drugs for the uſe of the 
Crew, which are always very good, and therefore 
the Chirurgeon makes Money of them in the ſeve- 
ral Places we arrive at, ſo that the Perſons they are 


intended for, have the leaſt benefit of them. 


During Sickneſs, the King orders each Man in 
the Room we have deſcribed, a Pound of freſh 
Bread, and the ſame quantity of freſh Meat, and 
two Ounces of Rice a Day. This is the Steward” 8 


1 Province, and he diſcharges his Office in ſuch a 


manner that five or ſix Campaigns make his For- 
tune: We have frequently had inour Galley three 
ſcore and ten ſick Men, and the quantity of Fleſh 
allowed for that number never exceeded twenty 
Pound weight, and that bad Meat too; though 


7 (as | have obſerved). the King's allowance is one 


Pound for every Man) the reſt going into his own 
Pocket. Once out of curioſity I taſted it, and 
found it little better than hot Water. I com- 
plain'd to the Chirurgeon and Steward, but being 
great together, andCommenſales,they connive at one 
another: 1 complain'd to the Officers alſo, but for 
what reaſon I can, only gueſs, they did not regard 
me, and I have too much reſpe& for the Captain, 
to ſay that he had any Reaſon or Intereſt to. wink 
at ſo great a piece of Injuſtice; Though he could 


5 by his own Authority do theſe Wretches juſtice, 
1 who often refuſed that Water, made only more 


loathſome by the little quantity of Meat put into 
1 and the little care uſed about it. I enquired of 

er Chaplains, whether the ſame was Practiſed 
5 cf their Gallies, they frankly 9 ir I, 
but durit own no more. ; 2 
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0 the Campaign of 1704, 1 having occaſion 
to go to Yerſailles, | ang my felf oblig'd 
when there, to give an account to Monſieur 6 
Pontchartrin, one of the King's Miniſters, whoſe 
peculiar Province the Sea Affairs are. 1 offer'd 
him a ſhort Memorial, and ſome Adviſes which 
I thought moſt proper to prevent the like Abn- 
ſes for the future; And he was pleas'd to be ſo well 
ſatisfied, and found them ſo agreeable to ſome 
Intimations given him before, that he regarded 
my Advice, and offer'd me his Intereſt. | The 
_ King was pleas d to order me a Gratuity; and I left 
the Warrant with Monſieur Thome Treaſurer- 
General of the Gallies, living at the Marias du 
Temple, to ſerve as an Acquittance for the ſe- 
veral Payments he has made me. 

This is a brief Account of the Galley; and the 
Government thereof. I now proceed to ſew what 


_ of People are condemned there. 
here are in a Galley five feveral forts of peo- 9 5 


ple, under the Notion of Slaves; beſides Sea- 
men and Soldiers, viz. Turks, ſuch as are ca 
led * Deſerters, Criminals, and Proteſtants. The 
King buys the Turks to manage the ſtroke of the 
Oars, as | have already ſhewn, and they are cal- 
led Vogueavants, and they together with fuch as 
are on the Seats called Banc du quartier, de d 
Conille, & les eſpalliers, have the ſame Allowance 
with the Soldiers. They are generally luſty ſtrong 
Men, and the leaſt unfortunate of the whole 
Crew; being not chain'd; but only wear 


a Ring on their Foot, as a Badge of Slavery. 


* they arrive at r any Port they have _— 
po 08 


- * Fauſſoniers. 
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1 Trade, and ſorhe of them are worth three or four 


Hundred pounds; i They frequently ſend their Mo- 
ney to their Wives and Families, and to the ſhame 
of Chriſtlans be it ſpoken, there is a great deal 
more Charity amongſt them than is to be found 
amongſt us. k had taken one called Tyipoli for 
my Servant, and he was a moſt religious Obſerver of 
bis Law; during; the Nomadam (a Faſt kept by 
them the '6rſt Moon of the Vear) he did never Eat, 
nor Drank from Sun riſing to Sun ſetting in 
 Biphc of all the Toil and Fatigue of the Oar, nor 
Aid heever ſeem uneaſie,tho? ready to faint through 
Weakneſs. I could never ſo much as perſwade 
him to take a lictle Wine, tho? I have often urged 
"Mm: meerly out of Compaſſion. The Officers 
made vſe of no other Servants, and they are ſo 
_ froſty that they are never tound out in any Theft, 
or Roguery. If any by chance do commit a Fault, 
all the Turks importune their reſpective Maſters, 
to intertede for him with che Captain. If any 
de Sick, they are all buſie abodt him, to do hin 
Al the kind Offices in their Power; they cl 
Xo buy bim Neat, or to purchaſe any thing that 
may refreſh him, or do him good. In ſhort, in 
the Gallies,/ one wobld think that the Turks — 
rhe Chtiſtians had made an exchange of Princi- 
Ples, and that the latter had abjured the Pre- 
cepts of their Saviour, and that the others had 
taken them up; And aceordingl) preach up Chtiſt 
ro a Tu in the Gallies, and his Anſwer pre- 
fently is, that he had rather be transformed in- 
do a Dog, than be of a Religion that Counte- 
nances ſo much 1 and ſuffers ſo many 
Crimes. 
I cannot omit one remarkable Inſtance of their 
 Conftancy, and. „** to ? The . 
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| One ay: them who ſpoke 2 fell Sek 1 found 
him ſtretch'd on the Cable in the place I have 
already deſcribed, l had done him ſome Services, 
and ſeeing me do the Duties of my FunQion' to 
ſome of his Neighbours, he called me to bim, 
bid me farewel, telling me that be found he 
could not poſlibly live four Hours longer, I ven- 
tured to talk to him of God, our Saviour Chriſt, 
the Principles of his Religion, and told him. that 
: through him alone he was to expect Salvation; 
| 1 found what I ſaid made ſome Impreſſion, where- 
upon J embrac'd him, and told him I would an- 
ſwer for his Soul, if he would renounce Mabo- 
met, who was bot an Impoſtor, and Believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt, the only Redeemer and Say iour f 
Mankind, whoſe excellent Dodrine he had heard 
me ſo often Preach. He told me then he would 
do what thought fit. I anſwered, that all that 
1 deſired was his Conſent, to receive Baptiſm, 
without, which, I told him, he could expect no |} 
Salvation. I explain d in a few Words the Na- 4% 
ture and Deſign, of it; and having induc'd him | 
to conſent, I went for ſome Water, and ſecretly 
told the Captain what had happened; But un- 
luckily another Turk, a Friend of his, who alſo 
_ - underſtood French, and bad underſtood all that had 
paſt; whilſt I was away, ſaid ſomething to my Pro- 
ſelytei in his own Language, ſo that by the time I 
came back he had quite alter'd bis Reſolution. in 
- ſuch wiſe, that I covld by no means perſwade 
him to perform the Promiſe he had made me. Nay, 
- his Friend threw himſelf over bim, and exhorted 
bim to continue true to the prophet Aabomet, 
in ſpight of the Comite who was preſent, and 
5 ed ſeverely to beat him if he deſiſted not; 
He. prevailed. in Gs ach of al, for the poor 
; C 2 Wretch 
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Wretch dyed i in my Preſence | in his Error. Had I 
underſtood Religion as well as | do now, /I ſhould 
not in that Extremity have inſiſted fo much on 


-the abſolute Neceſſity of Baptiſm, but having 


given him a general Notion of the Principles of 
Chriſtian Religion, | ſhould” have admoniſh'd him 


to Repentance, and to implore the Divine Mercy 
for Pardon of his Sins through the Merits of 


briſt, and ſo in ſaving his Soul from Death, 1 
jould have hid a multitude of my own Sins. | 
"The Reader, | hope, will excuſe my former 


| Error. 


'Tho!, as appears from what hath been ſaid, 
the T: urks on the Gallies are treated ſomewhar | 
better than the Chriſtians ; and tho' they be in 


no wiſe moleſted on the ſcore of Religion (for 


whilſt Maſs is a ſaying, they are put into the 


| Caique, or Long-boat, where they divert them- 


' ſelves by ſmoaking, and talking) yet there is not 
one of them but would give all the World to be 
at his Liberty, for the very name of a Galley is 


terrible to them; becauſe, notwithſtanding their 


Treatment is pretty Faſy, yet they are Slaves 
during Life, unleſs when they are very Old, and 


| Unſerviceable, they meet with Friends who are 


willing to lay ont. a large Sum of Money for 


their Ranſom; Which ſhews how little | thoſe 


Perſons are acquainted with the Affairs of that 
Nature, who ſay that there are in the Gallies 
Men who would not accept of their Freedom 


4A tho' it were offered them; And *tis juſt like talking 


of a Battle which one never ſaw, unleſs at a 


* Diſtance , or knows Hotty of but by 
earſay. 4 5 


Thoſe who are called Fauſſoniers are generally 


Poor Peaſants who a are found out to buy Salt in 


ſuch 


. 
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ſuch Provinces where it is Cheap; ſuch as ieche 


* 
| Ks Een. 
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Country of Burgundy, or the Country of Dombe, In 


France what they call a pint of Salt, weighing four 


Pound, coſts 3's. 6 d. and there are ſome poor Pea- 


ſants, and their whole Families, who for want of Salt 
eat no Soupe ſometimes in a whole Week, tho” it 
be their common Nouriſnment; a Man in that 


ſtarving languiſhing Condition, Ventures to go 


abroad to buy Salt in the Provinces where it is 


three parts in four Cheaper, and if diſcovered, he is 5 


certainly ſent to the Gallies. Tis a very Melan- 
choly Sight to ſee a Wife and Children lament 


their Father whom they ſee loaden with Chains, 
and irrecoverably Loſt, and that for no other 


Crime but endeavouring to procure Subſiſtence 
for thoſe to whom he gave Birth. Theſe indeed 
are condemned only for a time, perhaps five, 


fix, or eight Years, but the Misfortune is, that 


having ſerved out their Time, if they out live i it, 


they are ſtil} unjuſtly detained; ſor Pennance or 
Maſles avail nothing in this Pur gatory, Jndul- 


gences are here excluded, eſpecially if the Man he 


infortunately Strong and Robuſt, ler his Sentence. 


be what it will, The King's Orders are, that 


when the time of the Sentence is expired, they 


excuſe him, fince a good Prince is obliged to 


ſhould be ſer at Liberty, and ſent home; but in 


this, as in many other Caſes, his Orders are not 
duly put in Execution; which indeed does not 


have an Eye on the Adminiſtration of his Mini- 
ſters and Officers. 


As for Deſerters, their Sentence runs during 1 


Life; Formerly they us'd to cut off their Noſe 


and Ears, but becauſe they ſtunck, and commonly 


3 infected the whole Crew, they only. now give 
- them: a little flit. Tho' theſe are inexcuſable, 


becauſe 
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betanſe Deſertion is upon ſeveral accounts Dan- 

gerovs, and Baſe; yet it moves ones Pity: toifee 

Men, who often happen to deſcend from 

Families, condemn'd to ſo wretched 1 ſo 
miſerable FF 

Such who are condemned for Crimes are ge- 

| San Felons, Shar pers, Rookes, or Highwaymen; 


duc the molt notorious Villains are leaſt daunt- 
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xd, and take heart ſooneſt. They preſently ſtrike 
wp a Friendſhip with thoſe of their own Gang; 
rhey tel] over their old Rogueries, and boaſt of 
their Crimes, and the greateſt Villain paſſes for 
the greateſt "Hero. The Miſery they have re- 
dned themſelves to, is fo far from working 
any Amendment, that it makes them more de- 
ſeperate and wicked; Inſomuch, that if any Stran- 
ger chances to come "Aboard, tho? it were but an 
Handerchief, or fome ſuch Srifle, they will cer- 
tainly ſteal it if they can. Their common Em- 


ployment is to forge Titles, to ingrave falſe Seals, 


and counterfeit Hand-writing, and theſe they ſell 
to others as bad as themſelves, that often come 


in ſometime after to bear them Company: But 


tho' they feel no remorſe, yet they feel the 
Comte. who with a Rope's- end often vifits their 
Shoulders; but then inſtead of Complaining, they 
vomit out Oaths and Blaſphemies euough to 
make a Man's Hair ſtand an end. There was 
one, who ſhewing me the mark the Rope had 
8 abont his Neck, brag'd, that though he 
had eſcap'd the Gallows, he was not thereby 
rown a Coward ; but that as ſoon as ever he 

1 at Liberty, he had rob'd the firſt per- 
ſon he met with; and that having been taken and 
broypght before a Judge who knew him not, ke 
had been only th to the Gallies, * 
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be thank d God, he was ſure of Bread and good 
Company the remainder of his Days, Tis der- 
' Tain, that how terrible and hard ſoever the Ul- 
ſage of ſuch may be in the Gallies, yet it is too 
mild for them; for in ſpight of all the Miſery 
they endure, they are gvilty of Crimes too a- 
bominable- to be here related; over which we 
ſhall draw a Vail, and go on to the Proteſtants 
who -are there purely becanſe they choſe rather 
to obey God than Man, and were not willing 
to exchange their Souls for the Gain of the 
World. It is not the leaſt aggravating Citcum- 
ſtance of their Miſery, to be condemned to ſuch 
helliſn Company, for they who have io great a value 
for the Truth of Religion, as to prefer it to 
their worldly- lutereſt, muſt be ſnppoſed to be 
indued with too much Vertue not-to be in' Pain, 
and under Concern for the open breach of its 
Rules, and unworthineſs of its Profeſſors. 
The Proteſtants now on the Gallies have been 
condemned thither at ſeveral times; The fitſt 
were put ia after the Revocatian of the Edict of 
Nants; The term prefix'd for the fatal choica 
of either abjuring their Religion, or leaving the 
Kingdom was a Fortnight, and that upon pain 
of being condemned to the Gallies: But this Li- 
berty by many baſe Artifices and unjuſt Methods 
was rendred Uſeleſs, and of none Effect; for there 
were often ſecret Orders by the Contrivance; of 
the Clergy, to prevent their Embarking, and 
__ hinder the ſelling of their Subſtance; their Debt- 
ors were Abſolved by their Confeſlors when they. - 
deny d a Debt; Children were forced from their 
Fathers and Mothers Arms, in hopes that the 
Tenderneſs of the Parent might prevail over the 
Zeal of the Chriſtian. They indeed were not 


 Maſſacted _ 8 


"The Tong of the — 
Maſſac ed as in Herod's Time, but the Blood of 
their gert was mingled with their Tears: 
For many Miniſters who had Zeal and Conſtancy 
enough to brave the ſevereſt Puniſhments, were 
Broken alive vpon Wheels without Mercy, 'when- 
ever ſur prized in diſcharging the Duties of their 
Function. The Regiſters and Courts of juſtice 
where the Senreaces were pronounced againſt 
them, are Recorded, and the Executioners of them 
are laſtiag Monuments of the e bloody Temper and 
4 Fur) of Popery. 

The Laity were forbid, on pain of the Gallies, 
to leave the Kingdom on any Pretenee wharſo- 
ever; But what Poſterity will ſcarce believe, 

the Proteſtants of all Sexes, Ages, and Condi- 


tions us'd to fly through. Deſerts, and wild im- 


Practicable ways; committing "their Lives to 


the Mercy of the Seas, and running innumerable 


Hazards, to avoid either Idolatry or Martyrdom. 
Some eſcaped very happily in ſpight of the Vi- 
gilance of the Dragoons and Bailiffs, but a great 
many fell into their Hands; . whereby the Priſons 
were fill'd with Confeſſors, But the ſaddeſt Specla- 
cle of all, was to ſee two hundred Men at a time 
chain'd together going to the Gallies, and above 
one hundred of that Number Proteſtants; And 


what was barbarous and unjuſt to the laſt de- 


2 was, that they were obliged, when there, 

n pain of Baſtinado, to bow before the Hoſt, 
a co hear Maſs ; and yet that was the only 
Crime for which they had been condemned thi- 
ther. For ſuppoſe they were in the wrong, in 
obſtinately refuling to change their Religion, the 
_ -Gallies were the Puniſhment z why then were 
they Tepuired to do that which had deen the 
coſe of thei Condemnation ? Eſpecially ' ſinee 


there 
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there is a Law in France, that poſitively forbids a 
double Puniſhment for one and the ſame Fault, via. 
ere bis punitu in idem.) But in France, properly 
ſpeaking; there is no Law; where the King's Com- 
mands are abſolute and peremptor y: And I have 
+ ſeen a general Baſtinado on that aceount, which 1 
hall deſcribehin its proper place, Tis certain that 
though there was at firſt a very great number of 
Proteſtants condemned to the Gallies, the Baſtina«  - | 
do and other Torments hath deſtroy d above three 
parts of four, and the moſt of thoſe who are ſtill 
alive are in Dungeons; As Meſſieurs Banſillion, 
De Serres, and Sabatier, who are conkn'd to a 
Dungeon at Chaſteau Df (a Fort built vpori-a © 
Rock in the Sea, three Miles from Marſeilles), 
But the generons conſtaney of this laſt, about 
eight or ten Months ago, deſerves a place in this 
Hiſtory, and challenges the admiration of all true 
/ 1d. 0fo7m oC 
_ © - Monſieur Sabatief, whoſe Charity and Zeal equals WM 
that of the Primitive Chriſtians ; Having a little 1 
Money, diſtributed it to his Brethren and Fellow- 
Sufferers in the Gallies ; But the Proteſtants being 
- wateh*d more narrowly than the teſt; he could not 
doit ſo ſecretly, but he was diſcovered and brought 
before Monſieur de Monmort, Intendant of the 
Gallies at Marſeilles. Being ask'd, he did not de- 
ny the Fact; Monſieur Monmort not only promiſed 
- him his Pardon, but a Reward if he would declare 
wbo it was that had given him that Money. Mon- 
fieur Sabatier modeſtly anſwer'd, That he ſhould 
de guilty of Ingratitude before God and Man, if 
by any Confeſſion he ſhould bring them into Trou- 
dle who had been ſo charitable to him; That his 
Perſon was at his diſpoſal, but he'deſir'd to be 
CCCCCCCCCCCCCC : - : 
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4s "The ſon Y the Pies: 
excur'd as to the Secret expected from him, The 
Intendant reply'd, He had a way to make him tell, 
and that immediately: Whereupon he ſent for 
ſome Tarks, who at his command ſtrip'd Sabatier 
ſtark naked, and beat him with Ropes: ends and 
; Oudgels ducing three Days, at ſeveral times; And 
fſlieeing this did not prevail over this generous Con- 
_ #&ffor, he himfelf (which never happen'd to an 
| Intendant before) rurn'd Executioner, ſtriking 
bim with his Cane, and telling the Byſtanders, B 
Ste what a Devil of a Religion this ts, Theſe were 
. his own Expreſſions, as is credibly reported by 
Perſons that were preſent; And indeed, the Ga- 
A2Tetts, and publick Letters gave us an account of 
the ſame. At laſt ſeeing he was ready to expire, 
be commanded him into a Dungeon, where, mau- 
gre all Torments, Providence hath preſerved him 
do this Day. 
But though wo of the Proteſtants of the firſt 
date are deſtroy?d, yet the Wars in the Cevenne: 
bave furniſn'd them with more than enongh to fill 
the vacant Places. Theſe Wars may be properly 
c.nll'd a ſecond Perſecution, . becauſe the Cruelty 
and inveterate Malice of a "Popiſh Prieſt was e 
4 err and firſt cauſe of tbem 
One of the moſt bitter and paſſionate Saen es 
of the Proteſtants was the Abbot”. du Chelas, 
_ whoſe Benefice was in the Cevemnes; He kept 
dn exact account of the Proteſtants in his Di- 
ſtrict, and whenever he miſt them at Maſs, he 
uz d to ſend for them under ſome Pretence or 
other to his Houſe, and us'd to make his Ser- 
vants cye chem (v whether Men, Women or 
Maidens) to a Tree, ſtrip'd down to their 
- Waſte; and then vic Horſe.· whips, ſcourged 


* till the Blood 1 out. This the, "pit 
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* 
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piſts themſelyes do not deny 


torious at Court, he had encouragement to hope 


for a Reward: n laſt his Proteſtant Neigh- 


hours perceiving that there was no hopes of 
'  pacifying, this Monſter by ſubmiſſion and fair 
means, grew deſperate, and one Night inveſted 


bis Houſe, He leap'd our of his Window into 
bis Garden, but not being able to get our he 
begg'd Quarter; But as be had never granted any, 


they ſeryed him as he had ſerv'd them, by killing 
him; And becauſe they were ſure of being purſued 


they kept the Country, and by degrees their num- 
bers increas'd.; Whereupon all that were tor- 


- mented. for not going to Maſs made a body and 


joined them. They had good ſucceſs for ſome tink, 


but at laſt they fell a Sacrifice into the Hands o 


their Enemies; And not only they, but the In- 


habitants of the neighbouring Countries, as the 


Viverrois, and Languedoc. And upon the bare ſuſpici- - 


on of being in their Intereſt, thoſe with whom a- 


ny Arms were found, thoſe who refuſed to fre- 
quent the Maſs were either hang'd, or broken on 


the Wheel; And that Inſurrection was made 


uſe of as a pretence to ſend to the Gallies ſeveral” 

rich Proteſtant Merchants. There is ſince that 
time a Gentleman, Monſieur Salgas by name, 

who before the repealing of the Edict of Nanrs, 


enjoy'd a plentiful Eſtate in the Cevennes; In or- 


der to keep it, he abjur'd his Religion, and pro- 
miſed'ta go to Mals; But his Spouſe, a worthy La- 


dy, with whom I have often convers'd at Ge- 
neva, where: ſhe. now lives, refuſed, and gene- 
rouſiy . rejected. all propoſals on that Sybject. 
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„ Who own that 


this Du Chelas was an ill Man, and yet this his 
' proceeding _ againſt the Proteſtants being meri- 
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Seeing they threatned her with a Cleiſter, the 


erings of the Proteſtants F 


endeayopr'd to gain time; But t laſt ber Hu. 


band told her, that there was a poſitive Order 
from Court to confine her if ſhe did not com- 
This couragious Lady, 


ply. and go to Maſs. | | 
who deſerves to be a Pattern of Piety and Zeal 
to Poſterity, having by Prayer, and other Acts 
q Devotion implored the divine Aſſiſtance, re- 
olves to quit her Country, her Husband, Chil- 
dren, and Eſtate, and all that is dear and pre- 
cions here below: She took her opportunity 
one Day when her Husband was gone a Hunt- 
ing, without communicating any thing of her 


deſign to any body, but to ſach who were in- 


' 
! 


ſtrumental in her Eſcape; And She retired to Gene- 


va, where ſhe might have liberty to make an 
open Profeſſion of her Religion, and bemoan the 


misfortune of her Family. 


_ Sometime after the Wars of the Cevennes 


| broke out, Monſieur de Salgas was accuſed of 


aſſiſting the Camiſars with Proviſion; And in 
ſpight of his Hy pocriſy and pretended Zeal for 


his new Religion, he was ſent to the Gallies. 


But here we muſt admire the Wiſdom of Pro- 
 vidence, very remarkable in this Diſpenſation ; 
for this has prov'd the means to open his o. n 


Eyes, and to let him ſee his Error; As appears 
_ from the Penitential Letters he writes to his 


Friends, his Chriſtian-like Behaviour under his 
*  Sufferings, his Ex hortations to his Fellow-ſofferers, 
and the noble and pious Examplę he ſhews them. He 
hath had frequent offers made him, of being re- 


ſtored to his Eſtate on the ſame Conditions he had 
_ preſerv'd it before, but he hath hitherto been 


proof "againſt all their Attempts. He was. ſome 
"Years ago put into the Hoſpital-General for the 
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Gallies at © Marſeilles. This i isa kind of Manufacto- | 
ry, where their treatment is ſomewhat eaſier than 
in the Gallies; But at the Siege of Thowjon, he, 
and all his Brethren. were taken out of that Hoſ- 
Furt and reduc'd to their old Station and former 
miſerable Condition; And beſides was plunderd of 
a dozen or fourteen Louis d'Or, which he had pro- 
cur*d, to purchaſe ſuch Neceſſaries s might keep up, 
and ſupport his Spirits under the Hardibips he en- 
dured. This account came to Geneva to his Lady 
while [ was there, who is, as one may eaſily imagine, 


SB under an unexpreſſible Concern for the Miſeries * | 


Husband groans under. 
But it is time to bring this ſad Relation to a 
concluſion, in order wherennto, I ſhall, according 
to my promiſe, give an account of the General 
Baſtinado at which I was preſent, and it was not 
_ the leaſt means of my Converſion. God grant it 
may be effectual to my Salvation. 
In the Year! one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
| three, ſeveral Proteſtants out of Languedoc and the 
Cevennes were put on Board -our Galley; They 


were narrowly watch'd and obſerv'd, and 1 was 


mightily ſurpris'd on Sunday Morning, after ſay- 
ing Maſs on the Bancaſſe, a Table ſo placed, that 
all the Galley may ſee the Prieſt when he elevates 
the Hoſt, to hear the Comits ſay, he was going to 


” give the Hugyenots the Baſtinado becauſe they did 
not knee], nor ſhew any reſpect to the Miſteries of | 


the Maſs; And that he was a going to acquaint the 
Captain therewith. The very name of Baſtinado 


_ terrify'd me, and tho' I had never ſeen this dread- 


ful Execution, 1 beg'd the Comte to forbear till the 
next Sunday, that in the mean time I would endea- 


Four to convince them of what I then thought their 


PRs and mine own. 3 | uſed all the 
75 many | 


ments that were def gn'd them, and often urging 


St. Paul, that be who Teh ſts the hig ber power, — ſts 
Ged. I had not at that time any Wega to oblige 
them to do any thing againſt their Conſciences; 
muſt confeſs that what 1 did at that time, chiefly 


& This was the Cavſe of my Zeal, which had been 
more fatal to them, had not God endued them 
with Reſolution and Vertue ſufficiear to bear up a- 


both the Modeſty of their Anſwers, and greatneſs 


3 5 of their Courage; The Ring, ſay they, is indeed | 
xF Maſter of our Bodies, but not of our Conſciences : But at 
laſt the dreadful Day being come, the Comite nar- 


1 rowly obſerv'd them to fee the fruit of my La- 

= hours; There were only two out of twenty that 

1 bowed their Knee to Baal, the reſt generouſly re- 
mand, ſerved in the manner following. 


1 10 wind the miſeries and ruin of his own Country, 
he very Memory whereof ſtruck his Soul with hor- 
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pf four Turks who ſtript them ſtark naked; and 


= ftretching them vpon the Cour/ier, (that great Gonn 
= we have deſcribed in rhe Preface) there they are ſo 


1 : Fa that voy" cannot ſo * as ſtir, during which 
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mils? could dolly bly think of to that effect, 3 

times making uſe of fair means, giving them vi- 
32 vals, and doing them other good Offices; Some- 
times vſing Threats, and repreſenting the Tor- 


the King's Command; And quoting the paſſage of 


proceeded ſrom a motive of Pity and Tenderneſfs : 


gainſt my Arguments, and the terrible Execution 
they had in view. I could not but admire at oacs | - 


6 fos'd ir, and were accordingly by the Captain's | 


Here, like another eFneas, with regret calling 


your, 1 may ay my, Ser Roping jus reno- 


la order to the Execution, every- Man' 8 KP | 
Yen taken off, and they were put into the hands 


|| Ropes-ead, unmereifully beats the poor Wretch, 
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time there is a horrid ſilence throughout the whole 
Galley; And tis ſo cruel a Scene that the moſt 
profligate obdurate wretches cannot bear the light, 
dut are forc'd to turn away their Eyes. The Vi- 
im thus prepar'd, the Turk pitch'd upon to be 
the Executioner, with a tough Cudgel, or knotty 


and that too che more willingly, becauſe he thinks 
that it is acceptable to his Prophet 47aboret ; But 
the moſt barbarous of all is, that after the Skin is 
flead off their Bones, the only Balſam they apply 
to their Wounds,” is a mixture of Vinegar and 
Salt; After this, they are thrown into the Hoſ- 
pital already deſcribed. I went thither after the 
Execution, and could not refrain from Tears at 
the ſight of ſo much barbarity ; They quickly per- 
ceived it, and tho? ſcarce able to ſpeak through 
Pain and weakneſs, they thank d me for the Com- 
pPaſſion 1 expreſty and the kindneſs I had always 
" ſthewn them, I went with a deſign to adminiſter 
ſome Comfort, but I was glad to find them leſs 
moved than I was my ſelf, It was wonderful to 
ſee with what true Chriſtian Patience and Conſtan- 
cy they bore their Torments ; ln the extremity of 
their Pain never expreſſing any thing like Rage, 
but calling upon Almighty God, and imploring' 
his Aſſiſtance. I viſited them day by day, and as 
often as I did, my Conſcience upbraided me for 
perſiſting ſo long in a Religion, whoſe Capitat 
Errors I Jong before perceiv'd, and above all that. 
inſpir'd fo much cruelty ; A Temper direfiy-ops 7 
polite to the Spirit of Chriſtianity: At laſt their 
| Wounds, like ſo many Mouths preaching to me, 
made me ſenſible of my Error, and experimentally 5 
taught me the Excellency of the Proteſtant Re- 
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But it is high time to conelude, and raw 6 a 
"nent vrer this horrid Scene, which preſents is 
with none bat ghaſtly Sights, and Tranſactions 
full of Barbatity and Injuſtice, bur which all ſhew 
ho falſe it is, what they pretend i in France for de- 
taining the Proreſtants in the Gallies, viz. that 


| they do not ſuffer there vpon à Religious, but a 


Civil account, being condemned for Rebellion and 
Diſobedience; The Puniſhments inflicted on them 
- when they refuſe to adore the Hoſt, the Rewards 
and Advantages offer'd them on their compliance 
in that particular, are a ſufficient Argument a- 
ainſt them, there being no ſuch Offers made to 
Abch who are condemned for Crimes. It ſhews the 
World alſo the almoſt incredible barbarity uſed 
- againſt the French Proteſtants, and at the ſame time 
ſets off in a moſt glorious manner their 1 
er, 5 r wy ou F * 
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